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professor at Munich   (1878)   he painted his I
masterpiece, Hojer going to hh death.

DeGaulle,      Cliarles     Andre     Joseph
Marie   (1890-        ),  Fr.  gen,  tank  expert;)
served in World War I. Refusing  to accept
France's fall in 1940, he went to Eng., where
he became, 1941, head of the Fighting French,
and, 1943, chairman of the Fr. Nat. Commu
of Liberation. Aug., 1944, he became head of
the Provisional Fr. Government, with com- j
plete authority   over the Army, Navy and i
Air Force.                                                       '

De Garmo, Charles  (1849-1934), Amer- {
ican psychologist and educator, born in Wis-
consin     In   1891   he   became   president   of (
Swarthmore College and, after 1898, profes- i
sor of education in Cornell University.           j

Degas, Hilaire-Germaine Edgard
(1834-1917), French painter, born in Paris.
Usually classed with the Impressionists, he
was in fact the pupil of Ingres, though he
departed from the classical tradition of com-
position, and introduced subject-matter hith-
erto deemed alien to art. Among his famous
pictures are the much-discussed Absinthe
Drinkers, the Danseuse Assise, and the Dan-
sense, and La Premiere Danseuse.

Be Geer, Louis GerKard, Baron (1818-
96), Swedish statesman and author. He be-
came prime minister and minister of justice
in 1858-70. His great achievement was the '
reconstruction (1865-6) of the Swedish rep-|
resentative system, whereby a bicameral Par-
liament was substituted for the old system
of the four estates (nobility, burgesses, clergy,
and peasantry) sitting and voting in separate
houses. As an author his speciality is the his-
torical memoir.

Degeneration, in Biology. In certain
cases the young animal possesses organs which
not only display greater elaboration of struc-
ture than those of the adult, but which are
apparently nearer the typical organs of the
class. In these cases the adult is said to exhib-
it degeneration as compared with the young
animal. An animal is also described as de-
generate if its organs, or certain of these, dis-
play a lower grade of organization than that
usual in the class to which it belongs, even if
these organs are no better developed in the
young animal than in the adult. In regard to
even the proximate cause of degeneration we
are much in the dark; but it is at least clear
that there is a close connection between it
and a limitation of the environment or to
cessation of function. See Degeneration, by
E. Ray Lankester (1880); T. H. Morgan's
Evolution and Adaptation (1903).

Degree, the unit in terms of which
an angle is generally measured. It is
the ninetieth part of a right angle;
or three hundred and sixty degrees are
moved over by a radius, the outer
end of which describes the whole cir-
cumference of a circle. The degree of
an equation is the number which ex-
presses the highest power of the vari-
able.
Degree. A degree was originally a teaching
license granted by a university; now it is an
academical distinction or rank conferred by
the authorities of a university (i) on its ma-
triculated students who have complied with
certain and duly specified attendance or resi-
dential regulations and have passed the neces-
sary examinations, or have prepared and pre-
sented the required theses, and (2), honorh
causa, on persons who have specially distin-
guished themselves in letters, art, music, sci-
ence, public service, etc.
The master's degree originated in the i2th
century in the Italian and French universi-
ties, but soon gave place, except in the facul-
ty of arts, to the degree of doctor The lat-
ter has generally been retained in England
and America as the only honorary degree, the
bachelor's and master's degrees being con-
ferred only for work done. Bachelor of arts,
science, divinity, law are still the standard
degrees representing a completed preliminary
course; master of arts and science, a gradu-
ate course of at least one year; doctor of
philosophy, a graduate course of three years.
In addition to these, degrees are now con-
ferred in a large number of special depart-
ments representing specialized work. The
peculiar scholastic dress associated with aca-
demic degrees is a development of the mo-
nastic habit. It consists of gown, hood, and
cap, varying in form and color for the dif-
ferent faculties and grades. American usage
recognizes but one form of cap, the Oxford
or so-called 'mortar-board.' The distinctive
feature of the costume is the hood, the shape,
colors, and lining of which represent the uni-
versity, the faculty, and the degree. See Leon-
ard's Cap and Gown in America, Albany,
1896.
Deianira, wife of Hercules. Her story is
the theme of Sophocles's play, TrachinicB.
Del Gratia (4by the Grace of God'), an ex-
pression denoting absolute dependence on the
Almighty will. Since the isth century it has
come to be relegated to the use of sovereigns,
as implying their acknowledgment that their
authority comes alone from God.